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Faith of Our Fathers 


A historical drama designed to represent in song, 
dialogue and pantomine the leading events 
in the history of the immigrant 
Schwenkfelders from 
1726 to 1734. 


PRESENTED BY 
THE SCHWENKFELDER CHURCHES 
NORTH PENN HIGH SCHOOL 
LANSDALE, PENNSYLVANIA 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, 1976—7:30 P.M. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 1976 — 2:30 P.M. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 1976 —7:30 P. M. 


Christopher Schultz, age 16, recorded in his diary the arrival of 
the St. Andrew in Philadelphia thus continuing his record of the 
Schwenkfelder pilgrimage from Silesia. He later became an out- 
standing leader of the early Schwenkfelders in Pennsylvania. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE 
SCHWENKFELDER CHURCHES 


VINCENT W. NYCE, Moderator 


GENERAL COMMITTEE 


Chair-persons, Jean Rothenberger and Emily Clemens 


Rev. T. Arnold Brooker Raymond Nyce 

Mr. and Mrs. Royal Dresher Mrs. Vincent W. Nyce 

Mary Jane Ellis Irma A. Schultz 

Fred Grater Malcolm A. Schweiker 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Kriebel Florence C. Schultz, Secretary 
Daryl Lange 


SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS 


DRAMA CHAIR-PERSONS _ | _ Jean Rothenberger and Emily Clemens 
DRAMA DIRECTOR fel David C. Hofmann 
NARRATOR Richard H. Heist 
COSTUMES _ Emily Clemens, Chair-person; Thelma Glenn, 


7 Helen Kriebel and Sadie Kriebel 


PROPERTIES | Linda Cassel, Hf. Carl Krupp, Mark ee 
and 
STAGE ARRANGEMENTS... North Penn High School Stage Staff_ 
PUBLICITY Irma A. Schultz, Chair-person; Daryl Lange, 
Mary Irene Sutcliffe and Elizabeth Weber | 
HOSTESSES Thelma Love, Chair-person, and staff members 
of the Schwenkfelder Churches 
USHERS | Willis Kriebel, Chair-person, and staff of members 
— __.of the Schwenkfelder Churches. 


The Drama Committee is grateful and most appreciative 
of the excellent cooperation and assistance of: 


e The North Penn High School for the use of its facilities. 


e The Lansdale Bi-Centennial Commission for its support in 
the staging of this production. 


e Helene Clayton for the line drawings from the oil painting 
by Adolf Pannash. 


This presentation is a re-enactment of the drama pre- 
sented in 1934, on the occasion of the 200th anniversary 
of the arrival of the Schwenkfelders in Pennsylvania, 
from Silesia, Germany. 


The original script has been slightly revised by Fred 
Grater, of the Schwenkfelder Library Staff. 
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FOREWORD 


The story of the Schwenkfelder immigrants from Silesia, Ger- 
many, who arrived in Philadelphia, September 22, 1734, on the 
ship St. Andrew, is a unique chapter in the history of the coloniza- 
tion of the American continent. | , 


The occasion for this migration is to be found in the life and 
principles of the spiritual reformer, Caspar Schwenckfeld von 
Ossig, Silesia, (1489-1561), and.in the dramatic story of his adher- 
ents, called Schwenkfelders. Insistent on their inalienable Christian 
rights of independent religious thought, and on the sovereignty of 
the spirit over the letter, they were persecuted and deprived of all 
rights of free human beings. 


After steadfastly enduring for two hundred years the ever- 
increasing misery of their situation, the most courageous of these 
champions of Christian freedom sought refuge in flight. 


Leaving all their possessions but what they could carry on their 
backs — mostly books which were highly treasured — the migration 
‘by foot took them fifty miles south to Saxony, where they stayed | 
for eight years. Deciding to move toward the New World in 1734, * 
the immigrants continued their trek on foot and by river boat to the 
North Sea, by boat to Holland, thence to Plymouth, England, and 


then two months on the ship St. Andrew across the Atlantic to 
Pennsylvania. 


Since 1734 the Schwenkfelders have provided a firm base for 
the development of leadership in many areas of our national life. 
We hope this pageant will give you some insight into the strengths 
e of one group of our colonial people. 


Processional 


Narrator 


PROGRAM 


“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 


Richard H. Heist 


FIRST EPISODE 


A MOMENTOUS DECISION 
Time—An evening in the spring of 1726. 


Place—In the home of Melchior Schultz, Harpersdorf, Silesia. 


Hymn “Faith of Our Fathers” 
CHARACTERS 
Melchior Schultz John H. Graham 
George Weiss Robert M. Krauss 
George Hoffman Clarence W. Baker 
Adam Weigner Willard K. Schultz 
Casper Kriebel _.. Vincent W. Nyce 
Melchior Kriebel .. Gerald H. Kriebel 
Susanna Schultz Jean Rothenberger 
Gottfried Kindler .. Fred L. Seipt 
Otto Ernest John C. Dresher 
Christopher Kriebel .. ..... Vernon Seipt 
Anna Schultz . Mildred S. Nyce 
George Schultz ; Paul Honan 
Melchior Schultz, Jr. & Leidy Smith 
Christopher Schultz, at age eight aes _ William Anders 


Hymn 


“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 


SECOND EPISODE 


MORE DISCOMFITURE IN HARPERSDORF 


Time—The same. 


Place—In the study of Pastor Neander, where Baroness von 
Schweinichen, wife of the village overload, calls upon him. 


Pastor Neander .... 


CHARACTERS 
Royal A. Dresher 


Frau von Schweinichen, the Baroness .............. Doris Pascoe 


The Bailiff 
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THIRD EPISODE 
THE TREK 


Place—During the journey — on foot —from Silesia to Saxony, 
members of the cast are joined by the following other mem- 
bers of the Schwenkfelder families — 


Dorothy Boltz, Philip Boltz, Helen Boyer, Laurie Derstine, 
Andrew Dresher, Paula Dresher, Sandy Dresher, Earl Frantz, 
Gladys Frantz, June Freed, Thelma Glenn, Victor Glenn, 

Gregg Hoffman, Merris Ann Hoffman, Richard Hoffman, 
Timothy Hoffman, Cleta Kerper, Margaret Kriebel, Abram Kulp, 
Esther Kulp, Vincent Mitchell, Anna Ribble, Dorothy Schultz 
and Katherine Schultz. 


Hymn _ “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 


FOURTH EPISODE 
_ A HAVEN IN SAXONY 
Time—Spring of 1726. 


Place—The home of Balthasar Hoffman in Berthelsdorf where the 
first fugutive Schwenkfelders arrive. 


CHARACTERS 
Christopher Hoffman William H. Schnaithmann 
Ursula Hoffman... Jame M. Anders 
Balthasar Hoffman... G. Kerper 
George Hoffman Clarence W. Baker 
Barbara Hoffman. Shirley W. Hamme 
Jonathan Hoffman Jeffrey Hamme 


— TEN MINUTE INTERMISSION — 


Anthem—“Come, Come Ye Saints”... Arr. by Spencer Cornwall 


FIFTH EPISODE 


LAST SCHWENKFELDER MEETING IN 
BERTHELSDORF, SAXONY 


Time—Eight years later—April, 1734. 
Place—In the “Gemeinde Haus” — A small meeting house which 


was still standing in 1972 when visited by a group of Amer- 
ican Schwenkfelders. 


Hymn “Mir Nach! spricht Christus, unser Held” 

“Follow, says Christ, our hero, — 

Follow me all you Christians. 

Deny yourselves and flee the world; 

Take up your cross and shame; 

Rise up and follow in my footsteps.” 

CHARACTERS 
George Weiss Robert M. Krauss 
Balthasar Hoffman Harold G. Kerper 
Casper Kriebel Vincent W. = 
Melchior Meschter |, ; Andrew C. Anders 
Count Zinzendorf Oliver L. Smith 
George Schultz James Krauss 
Anna Schultz Mildred S. Nyce 
Melchior Schultz . Oliver L. Smith, Jr. 
Christopher Schultz Bruce Rothenberger 


SIXTH EPISODE 
HOSPITALITY IN HAARLEM, HOLLAND 


Time—June, 1734. 
Place—At the home of Abraham van Buyschanse, Dutch merchant. 


Hymn. 


Balthasar Hoffman | 
George Weiss 
Balthasar Anders .. 


van Buyschanse Children — Cindy Hoffman Jennifer Schultz 
Kenneth Miller Perry Specht 
“Der Tannenbaum” 
Schwenkfelder Children — Hope Jorna Rob Murphy 
Vanessa Jorna Caroline Seipt 
Alan Krupp Marilyn Seipt 
Andrew Murphy William Seipt ~ 
CHARACTERS 
Abraham van Buyschanse | _... J. Herbert Weber 
Isaac van Buyschanse William N. Schultz 
Mrs. Abraham van Buyschanse ree Rosalie Smith 
Mrs, Isaac van Mary Louise Graham 


Harold G. Kerper 
M. Krauss 
. ... Samuel K. Freed 


SEVENTH EPISODE 


THE VOYAGE 
Time—June 28 to September 22, 1734. 
Place—On the shore of the Delaware River, Philadelphia. 


Hymn “Ach, wie elend ist unsre zeit” 
“O, miserable is our time 
Here on this earth. 
Very soon man is laid low. 
We must all die. 
Here in this valley of suffering 
There is work and trouble everywhere— 
Even if it goes well.” 
CHARACTERS 


Christopher Schultz .. Bruce Rothenberger 
Balthasar Hoffman Harold G. Kerper 


Having just completed the writing of his diary of the journey, 
Christopher Schultz meditates as he relives the events of the 
voyage, and talks with Balthasar Hoffman. 


Hymn—*Now Thank We All Our God”. Arr. by J. S. Bach 


EIGHTH EPISODE 
THE FIRST THANKSGIVING 
Time—September 24, 1734. 


Place—Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Instituted by George Weiss, Gedachtnis Tag, the day of thanks- 


giving for safe arrival in America, has been-observed-for-242-years. 
by the descendants of the Schwenkfelder immigrants. 


CHARACTERS 
Balthasar Hoffman i _...... Harold G. Kerper 
George Weiss . ........ Robert M. Krauss 
And _ the entire east. 
Hymn | _........ “Faith of Our Fathers” 


Audience join in singing the third stanza. 
“Faith of our fathers, we will love, 
Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death”. 


CHORUS 


Dona.p C. Esy, Director 


Burton Allebach 
Karen Allebach 
Pat Arnold 

Bill Baker 
Kathleen A. Cassel 
Joan Eby 

» Mary Jane Ellis 
Harry Felton 
Helen Felton 
Marge Felton 
June Friedeborn 
Mary Louise Graham 
David Hamme 
Martha Honan 
Paul Honan 
Ruth Krause 
Betty E. Krauss 
Erma F. Kriebel 
Jean Kriebel 
Sadie H. Kriebel 
Mabel S. Krupp 
Abe Kulp 


aio: 


Esther Kulp 
Doris Lathlaen 
Ann Lightle 
Eva Long 
Leon B. Long 
David Luz 


Marion MacGaughran 


Jessica Miller 
Robert Phifer 
Leila Radcliff 


Austin Schultz 


Florence C. Schultz 
Lee Schultz 

Lester K. Schultz 
Letty Schultz 

Mae Schultz 

Fred Seipt 

Cheryl Walborn 
Ruth Weber 


‘Frances Witte 


Jo Ziegler 
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A Historical Note: 


The Schwenkfelder Church derives its name from the Silesian 
nobleman, Caspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig (1489-1561) who lived 
in Germany during the time of the Protestant Reformation. Silesia 
today is part of Southwestern Poland. 


Schwenckfeld was educated in the best schools and universities 
of his day and was influenced by the cultural styles of German 
nobility. By profession he was a courtier; ie. advisor to several 
Dukes and diplomats in the German courts. Influenced by the 
writings of Martin Luther, he undertook a detailed study of the 
Scriptures, the writings of the Church Fathers and the medieval 
mystics. He became a lay preacher and author of the Reformation 
in Silesia. 


His primary concern was the renewal of personal life by way 
of a life long process of spiritual growth after one experienced a 
spiritual new birth by faith in Jesus Christ. From such individual 


rebirth and renewal he believed a reformation of the visible church — 


would come. He devoted his life to seeking the source of Christian 
sai in the living presence of and obedient faith in Jesus Christ. 


Believing that all persons who accept Jesus Christ as Savior and - 


Lord of life are part of the Christian Church he sought fellowship 
with all such persons regardless of denominational names. He did 
not start a church called by his name. Those who agreed with his 
teachings met in small groups for prayer, study and worship and 
wanted to be called simply: “Confessors of the Glory of Christ.” 


His teachings emphasize the centrality of Jesus Christ as a 
living person, the right of the individual to do his own thinking 
and deciding, the use of all externals such as: the visible church, 
the Bible, the sacraments, preaching, teaching, etc., as pointers to 
Jesus Christ as the only Savior and Lord of persons, and the im- 
portance. of living one’s faith in all relationships rather then merely 
subscribing to a creed or dogma or the religious practices of a 
particular church. . 


Schwenckfeld wrote numerous letters and discourses on theolo- 
gical and religious subjects throughout his years of voluntary exile. 
from 1529 to the end of his life in 1561. Because of the severity of 
persecution due to the intolerant age of the 16th century he became 
a fugitive and was constantly on the move during the later years of 
his life. From 1884 to 1962 his writings have been collected and 
published in a 19 volume collection called the Corpus Schwenck- 


feldianorum and are maintained at the Schwenkfelder Library in 
Pennsburg, Pennsylvania. 


His followers, after his death became known as Schwenkfelders, 
numbered thousands in the 16th and 17th centuries. They too suf- 
fered bitter persecution by the State Churches of Germany for 
many years. In the 1730's about two hundred came to Philadelphia. 
On September 22, 1734 the largest group arrived on the sailing 
vessel, the St. Andrew. The next day they affirmed their allegiance 
to King George II of England and on September 24, 1734 they held 
a service of Thanksgiving to God for deliverance from persecution 
and safe arrival in Pennsylvania. Commemorating that event, a 
memorial thanksgiving service has been held each September on 
the 24th or the Sunday nearest the 24th. The traditional meal eaten 
at this service is bread and apple butter because that is all they had 
at the first service. 


The colonial Schwenkfelders settled in Philadelphia, Montgom- 
ery, Bucks, Berks and Lehigh counties and most of them became 


them and so they estab- 


lished schools and worshipped in private homes under lay spiritual 
leadership. Later, meeting houses were built and used for worship 
and education. Up to this time there had been no formal organiza- 
tion but in 1782 The Society of Schwenkfelders was formed and a 
constitution written by Christopher Schultz was followed. Under 
this organization the life, work and worship of the Schwenkfelders 
was carried on until the incorporation of the Schwenkfelder Church 
in 1909. Just prior to the turn of the century ordained clergy be- 
came the formal leaders of the congregations. 


Today there are five congregations of approximately 2,600 mem- 
bers. These are located at Philadelphia, Lansdale, Worcester, Nor- 
ristown and Palm, Pennsylvania. They seek to carry on their 
ministries in the spirit of Caspar Schwenckfeld. As he said: “God 
does not give everything to one alone, at one time,,or in one place, 


but gradually, as it is profitable, wholesome, and intelligible to man. 
Christ did not prescribe articles of faith for his children, nor did’ 
he bind their minds to his spoken word. He gave the Spirit free 
course .. . Let no one permit his mind to be bound by creeds and 
dogmas so that he may not accept something better. The mind and 
conscience must be free and unfettered by human creeds and 
human authority . . . Constraint of conscience makes hypocrites, not 
Christians.” 


In the spirit of ecumenism, the Schwenkfelder Church seeks to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to make Christ known and to 
express this knowledge of Christ by deeds of loving concern for all 
people. 


A General Conference of the Schwenkfelder Churches guides 
the over-all work of the various boards of the churches and receives 
reports from each of the congregations. All elected leadership of. 
the General Conference are lay people. The General Conference 
deals with such matters as publication, education, missionary en- 
deavors, charitable requests, statisti¢és and financial concerns that 
involve all five congregations. Each congregation is autonomous 
and conducts its own internal affairs. 


The General Conference is responsible for the following insti- 
tutions and activities on behalf of all the congregations: Perkiomen. 
§chool, Pennsburg,; Pennsylvania, a co-ed college preparatory 
school; The Board of Home and Foreign Missions of the Schwenk- | 
felder Church; The Schwenkfelder Library, Pennsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania; The Schwenkfelder Museum, Pennsburg, Pennsylvania; The 
Board of Publication; The Board of Charities; Schwenckfeld Manor 
Apartments for senior citizens, Lansdale, Pennsylvania; The United 
Schwenkfelder Youth Fellowship and The United Schwenkfelder 
Choirs. A Society of the Descendants of the Schwenkfeldian Exiles 
strives to maintain interest in the genealogical and cultural heri- 
tage of the Schwenkfeldian exiles and refugees of the 18th eentury. 


The Conference also appoints representatives to serve on 
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, the National Council of 
Churches, the State and International Christian Endeavor, and is 
affiliated with the United Church of Christ. 
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— THE SCHWENKFELDERS TODAY — 


The General Conference of the Schwenkfelder Church is com- 
posed of approximately 2,600 members in five congregatiots located 
in Southeastern Pennsylvania — Palm, Norristown, Lansdale, Wor- 
cester and Philadelphia. 


In the period 1731-1737, approximately 200 Schwenkfelders fled 
religious persecution in their homeland, Silesia, Germany, and set- 
tled in Eastern Pennsylvania. In 1782, the Society of Schwenkfelders 
was organized. In 1909. descendants of these immigrants incorpor- 
ated themselves under the name of The Schwenkfelder Church. 


Education, Worship and Missions have been major emphases 
of the Church. Its relationships with other Christian churches is 
enthusiastic as long as Christ is maintained as the Head. 


The principal beliefs of the Schwenkfelders are — in keeping 
with Schwenckfeld’s teaching: 


The centrality of Jesus Christ, the LIVING WORD OF GOD, 
as our Savior and Lord of Life. 


The Bible as the written record of the WORD OF GOD in 
history and as the directive authority for our faith and life. 


The need for each person to think for oneself and for individual, 
unforced commitment to the living Christ. 


Respect for the rights of Christian laity in the church and toler- 
ation of individual differences. 


Spiritual rebirth through faith in Jesus Christ is essential to 
salvation. 


The inner experience of Christ within us is more important than 
the outward forms, practices, and structures of religion. 


Faith must be seen in the way we conduct our lives. 


In Jesus Christ all Christians are ee as one. 


As honest seékers after Truth, we must be open to the Holy — 


Spirit so that He may lead us into all truth. 


Growth toward spiritual maturity is a life long process. 


—Jack R. Rothenberger 
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OUR CHURCHES 


CENTRAL SCHWENKFELDER 
Valley Forge Road 
Worcester, Pa. 19490 
584-4480 


Worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Church School 9:00 a.m. 
Jack R. Rothenberger, Minister 
Tom Byron, Minister 


LANSDALE SCHWENKFELDER 
Main Street & Towamencin Ave. 
Lansdale, Pa. 19446 


855-2563 
Worship 10:45 a.m. 


Church School 9:30 a.m. 
Arlan Bond, Minister 


NORRISTOWN SCHWENKFELDER 
_ 610 George Street 
Norristown, Pa. 
72-1250 


Worship 11:00 a.m. , 
Church School 9:30 a.m. 
Herbert Dewees, Minister 


PALM SCHWENKFELDER 
Palm, Pa. 18070 
679-5321 


Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Church School 9:00 a.m. 
Ronald Krick, Minister 


lst SCHWENKFELDER OF PHILADELPHIA . 
2509 North 30th Street 


9-3608. 


Worship 11:30 a.m. 
Church School 10:30 a.m. 
T. Arnold Brooker, Minister 


» 


To know Jesus Christ personally and to enable others to 
become aware of him as a living presence in one’s life 
style was the desire of Caspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig. 


In the face of persecution due to his religious teachings 
in the Reformation Era, Schwenckfeld’s motto was: 


“Having Christ, I am not sad.” 
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